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Prologue

The historical background

Act I

Herod meets with his key advisors on matters affecting his kingdom

Act II

Herod meets with his astrologer, the high priests and the scribes about the star

Act III

Herod secretly meets with the Magi

Act IV

Herod orders the slaying of the Innocents

Epilogue

The rest of the story

The Cast (In Order of Appearance)

Flavius Josephus (the historian)…………
Herod the Great………………………….
Gaius (the political advisor)……………...
Hyrcanus (the high priest)………………..
Festus (the economic advisor)……………
Darius (the Egyptian builder)……………..
Claudius (the Roman general)…………….
Felix (the agricultural advisor)……………
Priest………………………………………
Saturnus (the astrologer)…………………..
Scribe I…………………………………….
Scribe II……………………………………
Balthazar…………………………………..
Melchior…………………………………...
Gaspar……………………………………..
Understudy………………………………...
About the Play

The play is based on passages from the Gospels and prophecies from the Old Testament, and facts from the religious, political, economic and cultural history of Judea and the Roman Empire of the first century B.C.—much of it recorded by the Jewish historian Flavius Josephus, whose persona acts as the narrator. 

Church Tradition has provided names for the Magi, although the Church Fathers do not completely agree about their origins or their fates after they found and worshipped Christ in Bethlehem. The other characters in the play were created to present the facts germane to the historical setting. The High Priest Hyrcanus, Herod’s father-in-law, was an historical figure.

Although care was taken in presenting facts, great latitude had to be used in the chronology to compact 100 years into a short play. For example, Anthony and Cleopatra are referred to in the present tense in the play, even though they had died some 40 years before Christ was born.

Orthodox Church Tradition was the criterion used whenever an interpretation of Scripture or historical events was required. Principal sources were: The Life of the Virgin Mary, the Theotokos, published by the Holy Apostles Convent; The  Great Collection of the Lives of the Saints, by St. Dmitri Rostov; The Feasts of the Lord, by Metr. Hierotheos; The Prologue, and Homilies, by St. Nikolai Velimirovic, and various commentaries by the Fathers on the Holy Gospels.

This play was written for the young people who performed it—not to develop careers in acting, but to help them understand that the birth of Christ was an historical event that happened at the place and time foreordained by God and that the coming of God in the flesh was foretold by the Prophets, anxiously awaited by the Jews, and greatly feared by those in power who expected the Messiah to establish an earthly kingdom. 

Thy Nativity O Christ our God, has shown to the world the light of wisdom. For by it, those who worshipped the stars, were taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. O Lord, Glory to Thee!

